
Douglas F3D-2
The Douglas F3D Skyknight was designed specially as a radar

equipped night fighter for the US Navy.  Though not as exciting as
faster contemporary day fighters, it served usefully for many years
because of its size and stability.

The Douglas F3D was a purpose designed night fighter.  It’s key features were
its radar, a crew of two and four 20mm cannon.  The contract to build the F3D was
awarded in April 1946, the prototype first flew 23 March 1948 and a total of 237 F3D-
2s were produced before production ended in March 1952.

F3Ds flew as night fighters during the Korean War, where they shot down a
number of aircraft including MiG-15s.  After that war they served in several roles
including as Electronic Warfare aircraft during the Vietnam war.  Their size and
stability made them useful as testbeds and the last ones flew until the 1980s.

This model represents a F3D-2 in about 1956.
Data: all-weather night fighter.  Engines two Westinghouse J34-WE-38

turbojet engines of 1,633 kg thrust each.  Wing span 15.24m.  Length 13.84m. 
Maximum take-off weight 12,178kg.  Maximum speed 909km/h.  Range 2,211km. 
Armament four 20mm Hispano-Suiza M2 cannon. Crew 2.
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